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Macrostructure:
paragraphs, 
sentences, flow



The Title
• Signals the field and scope
• Includes your main point
• Arouses interest of the readers



The Introduction
• Set the context from general to 

specific
• Show that the research area is 

important/interesting/relevant
• Establish a niche

• Show need for your work
• Occupy the niche

• Announce your main points
• Announce structure of article



The Conclusion
• Specific ➙ general

• Repeat key points
• Broader implications, future 

directions



Microstructure:
paragraphs, 
sentences, flow



Paragraph
• Paragraph usually starts 

with a topic sentence which 
summarises its “point”.



Sentences
• Don’t pack more than one idea into one sentence.
• Goal, solution

• e.g. To infer the origin of the Ebola outbreak, we …

• Old/new information pattern
• e.g. There are a number of methods for multilocus phylogenetic analysis (Bininda-

Emonds et al. 2002; de Queiroz and Gatesy 2007; Liu et al. 2009). Many of these 
methods proceed by inferring the single evolutionary tree that best fits the entire data 
set. Such “averaging” over multiple loci presumes that these loci share a common 
evolutionary history.



Responding to 
Reviewers
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Things to keep in mind when responding 
to reviewers

•Structure
•Thoroughness
•Attitude
•Strategy



Responding to Reviewers: Structure (of 
the response)
• Provide an 

overview, then 
quote the full set of 
reviews
•Use typography to 

help the reviewer 
navigate your 
response
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Make the response self-contained
• Quote the changes directly in the response

• Refer to specific line number
• Makes it easier for the reviewer to understand exactly what you 

did without having to flip back and forth between your 
manuscript and the response

• Reduces the chance that reviewer will read the whole paper and find 
new things to complain about 

• Except when a large chunk of modified text (e.g., a new 
section) is too long to quote. 

• Refer to it explicitly in the response (e.g., give title of the new section)



Responding to Reviewers: Thoroughness
• Respond to every point raised by the reviewer
• Be clear about what changed relative to the 

previous version 
• Typical ways to respond to each point:

• You are right, here's how we addressed the 
criticism…

• This is a misunderstanding because things were 
unclearly formulated. We have clarified…

• This is a legitimate/pertinent concern in general, but 
in this specific case…
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Responding to Reviewers: Attitude

• Don’t be scared by major revisions
• Accept the blame
• Be polite and respectful of all 

reviewers
• Remember that reviewers are 

typical readers
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Responding to Reviewers: Strategy

•When possible, do what the 
reviewer asks
• Be prepared for 

discrepancies
•Compromise

• You can’t do everything
• When in doubt, ask the editor

15



TO DO

• Make the revisions according to the peer reviews
• Submit two versions– one with tracked changes, and another 

that is the “clean copy”
• Submit the cover letter
• Submit the Response to Reviewers



How to easily track changes

• Starting from google doc:
• Make your revisions either on a separate copy of the document 

and rename it with a new title
• OR, make your revisions in the same document 

• “suggest mode” during the collaborative editing process, but accept all 
changes in end

• Name the original version and the new version (Version history)
• Download word documents of both version



How to easily track changes

• From Word:
• Open Word -> Tools -> Combine documents
• Load original vs. revised document
• Review -> Markup Options -> Balloons -> Show only formatting 

in balloons



How to get your scientific paper 
published: Responding to Reviewers

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j2cfcH1P8E8

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j2cfcH1P8E8


Check out the other videos in the “How 
to get published” series:
• The writing process: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JQrJyDsddZc&t=4s

• Journal selection: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xFnIsWrljLQ&t=1s

• Responding to reviewers: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j2cfcH1P8E8

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JQrJyDsddZc&t=4s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xFnIsWrljLQ&t=1s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j2cfcH1P8E8

